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Dr. Jasmin Bey Cowin 
 

Harpist  

Concert Harp and Celtic Harp 

 This woman and her harp become one to create 
music which serenades the spirit, soothes the soul 
and entertains the senses. Hearing her play is a 
mesmerizing experience that suspends all traces of 
time. One can never pay her enough compliments 
for her incredibly wonderful talent to play such a 
grand instrument. Dr. Jasmin Bey Cowin, is a 
trained harpist who commands the strings of her 
instrument to create the most beautiful music her 
audience can enjoy.  Her training on the harp 
began at age 16, a late start for this specific 
instrument. She received piano lessons at the age 
of 5, but, the harp has held the greatest interest and 
joy for her.  
 Dr. Cowin was born in Germany and is the 
offspring of an interracial marriage. Her father was 
Syrian and her mother was German. In Germany, 
interracial marriages were not readily accepted by 
the people of that era. Both her parents were poor, 
but they made the best of their marriage and 
provided a loving home for their 3 children. Her 
mom worked as a secretary and paid for her dad’s 
medical studies.  

They made their home above her dad’s medical 
practice. Taking a bath alone was quite a 
challenge. The bathroom was located inside her 
father’s practice and the children had to wait for 
patients to leave before they could make use of it. 
 Dr. Cowin was growing up in 
Protestant/Catholic Germany, her dad was a 
devout muslim. This situation made it difficult for 
her to make and keep friends. As a result there 
were no birthday parties and other youthful events 
to keep her entertained. Added to this dilemma 
was the fact that she was bored in school.  
 Boredom and the lack of friends allowed Dr. 
Cowin the unique opportunity to engage in 
activities that were interesting to her. Not only was 
she training on the harp 4 to 5 hours per day, she 
became a beautician to help pay for her studies 
with a private tutor. She went to bed at 11:00 pm 
and awoke at 4:00 am every morning to begin harp 
practice. Eventually, she dropped out of high 
school and began to set the course for her life as it 
pleased her. By taking full control of her studies  
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she was able to receive a diploma in education and 
Orchestra harp within 2 years. She applied for and 
received a Fulbright Scholarship to attend the 
University of Houston. This scholarship is 
awarded for graduate studies. Dr. Cowin was an 
undergraduate student at the time she received it. 
 In Houston, TX, her English was limited and 
the humidity levels sometimes went as high as 105 
degrees. She was a foreigner in new territory. 
None of these things affected her determination or 
her ability to make friends. She made friends with 
a group of Indian students who showed her how 
the American University System worked. Her 
father being a strict muslim was not comfortable 
having his daughter living away in a foreign 
country. So he “would appear in the middle of the 
night to check up on his daughter to make sure she 
was not living with a man.” In spite of this parental 
supervision she finished her graduate studies by 
the time she was 20 years old and returned to 
Germany. Not having much of anything else to do 
she decided that she wanted to study Philosophy 
and applied to a German University. Her 
application was rejected because she did not have a 
H.S. diploma. She did point out to the admissions 
officer that she held a graduate degree from a fully 
accredited institution. This did not matter to the 
admissions officer her application stayed rejected.  
This experience did not faze Dr. Cowin in the least 
bit. She continued pursuing her educational 
interests elsewhere.  
 Though the early completion of graduate 
studies was impressive, it was not enough to deter 
the challenges of being accepted into the world of 
Opera. Orchestra ensembles in particular were not 
ready to accept a very young harpist into their 
circle. However, exceptions are made when 
principal musicians exit a group for whatever the  

reason. One orchestra was forced to make such an 
exception when they lost the principal harpist in 
their group. At that time, there weren’t many 
talented harpists from which they could pick and 
chose. So the opportunity was offered to Dr. 
Cowin. Of course the opportunity wasn’t challenge 
proof. Being the youngest musician in the group 
only meant that she had to work harder than most 
to earn the respect of her peers.  
 The challenges made Dr. Cowin more 
determined than ever to pursue her doctoral 
studies. She felt that having the word, “Dr.” in 
front of her name would change the perception of 
everyone within her circle of influence. She felt 
they would easily accept her with a more 
distinguished title. So she went to work on 
acquiring the necessary credentials to make that 
happen. 
 She attended Columbia University Teachers 
College and received a Masters of Education and 
within one year she completed her dissertation 
studies to meet her goal of becoming a “Doctor of 
Education” degree recipient. Finally, she had 
earned her right to be called “Dr. Jasmin Bey 
Cowin” and the respect that went along with such a 
prestigious title. Dr. Cowin, is a self-assured, 
talented and elegant woman who no doubt is 
leaving her mark in the world of opera. Her advice 
for young people every where is “don’t expect life 
to be a party – it isn’t. Success is not handed over 
to anyone, it must be earned and you must stay 
consistent in your life. With consistency comes 
success and ultimately your happiness.” 
 Dr. Cowin produces a series of Opera Lectures 
which caters to all audiences. She is also available 
for musical engagements. To learn more about 
events and other happenings, visit her website at 
www.operalectures.com                     by  Delia Fernandez 

   

 

Beautiful Day Anniversary Bouquet                             
FD82S   $59.99 
Whether you are sending this bouquet to celebrate your 
anniversary, or to help another couple celebrate their special 
day together, this will be a gift that will bring joy and beauty 
into their lives. An elegant bouquet weaving together the 
elements of fuchsia tulips, light pink Asiatic lilies and Bells of 
Ireland is then paired with a colorful and fun balloon for a 
festive feel. A great way to let them know that the love you, 
or they, share is both important and beautiful. 
 

 www.StudioArtsFlowers.com     800-626-0896 


