"Revelations and Illuminations"  
German Harp Music Revealed

November 21st 2006 at 6 P.M.
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Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany
871 United Nations Plaza
New York
Program:

Introduction by Maestro Jay Meetze

from the Opera Company of Brooklyn

Duo In Eb for two Harps by Philippe Joseph Hinner

Staendchen

 Schubert Songs

Version for two Harps; arr. by Ann Griffiths

Sonata by Hindemith

Movement 2 and 3

Harp solo: Liza Jensen

Frühling by Reinhard Reinecke 

Soprano and Harp

Septemberhauch by Franz David Baumann 

American Premiere

Soprano, Viola, Flute, Harp

 5 Stücke für Flöte und Harfe op. 94 by Manfred Heyl

Danse Espagnol

Nostalgia

Play of the Waves

World Premiere

Flute and Harp

Die Ferne Flöte (The Distant Flute) by Harald Heilmann

Movement 1

 American Premiere 

Flute, Soprano, Harp

6 Romantische Stuecke by Günter Haessy

 American Premiere 

Piece No 6

Harp solo

Romanze op. 43 by Lothar Kempter

Violin, Viola, Cello and Harp

Präludium und Allegro by Fritz Kreisler 

Violin and Harp

 Arr. for harp by Jasmin B. Cowin

Harp demonstration and questions – answer session with Liza Jensen

The New York Harp Duo gratefully acknowledges the generosity of Peter Reis 

from Harps International for the loan of the chromatic harp (www.harps-international.com)

This program grew out of the dissertation, which Jasmin Bey Cowin wrote on contemporary harp music in Germany between 1945-1991

German harpist Jasmin Bey Cowin studied at the Staatliche Hochschule fuer Musik in Karlsruhe where she graduated in 1986 with a Diploma for Education and Orchestra harpist. From 1985-1986 she studied at the University of Houston American harp music through a Fulbright scholarship. Eventually she left for New York where she received her Masters (1989) and her Doctorate in Education (1992) from Teachers College/Columbia University.  Dr. Cowin currently teaches music appreciation and opera history at the Continuing Education Department at Hunter College and serves at the pre-performance lecturer for the Opera Company of Brooklyn. As a lecturer on opera history and music appreciation she has spoken at the German Consulate in Washington DC for the German Language Society, the New York City Public Library, Quogue Library, East Hampton Library, the Skirball Institute in New York and the University of Nuremberg (Germany). On a recent concert tour through Germany she performed to critical acclaim at the Juedische Gemeinde in Karlsruhe.  Upcoming engagements in December include the Clinton Corners Historical Society, and in Germany the Stadtkirche Karlsruhe, the Hotel Traube/Baiersbronn, and the Berlin Hilton Hotel.

She co-founded “The New York Harp Duo” together with Liza Jensen with the goal to rediscover lost gems of harp music. The New York Harp Duo is available special events. 

You can visit the artist at www.operalectures.com
Liza Jensen (Harp and Flute) 
A natural teacher and talented performer on both flute and harp, she has won numerous competitions and awards and has performed with orchestras throughout the nation on both instruments. Beginning flute at the age of 11, by the age of 15, she was selected to perform for Jean-Pierre Rampal. She has also performed for Louis Moyse, Jeanne Baxtresser, Charles DeLaney and John Barcelona. She began playing harp at the age of 12 eventually attending the Eastman School of Music, receiving a scholarship for harp performance.  Her focus in teaching created a Kinder-Care Music for young children.  She also taught harp at Hartt School of Music and Neighborhood Music School of New Haven.  Currently, she is the New York manager for Harps-International, the only harp showroom in New York State.  Ms. Jensen also studied engineering of the harp.  This took her to Utah and Chicago where she worked with two master harp builders. Eventually, she was invited by Jakez Francois, president of Camac Harps, the most innovative harp manufacturer in the world located in Mouzeil, France to join his team. She has the honor of being an American representative and warranty repair service for them as one of the few women in this field.

Make-up and hair for the New York Harp Duo by stylist Tina Kroemer. 

Soprano Jacquelyn Familant has just been named a winner of the Charles A. Lynam vocal competition.  Ms. Familant enjoys an international career that spans the genres of opera, oratorio and chamber music; she began her career at the Stattsoper Stuttgart, Germany where she was engaged in a principal contract for three years.  Roles performed at the Staatsoper include her debut as the Sandman and the Dewfairy (Haensel und Gretel), Aloysia (Masaniello furioso), Servilia (La clemenza di Tito), Despina (Cosi fan tutte) and Euridice (L’Orfeo).  Other international opera credits include Eurydice (Orphee et Eurydice) with Festival Lyrique en Mer, Ilia (Idomeneo), Blanche de la Force (Dialogues des Carmelites) and Zerlina (Don Giovanni).  In the genre of oratorio, Ms. Familant has been heard as the soprano soloist in Mozart’s Requiem, Coronation Mass, Vesperae Solennes de Domenica, Faure’s Requiem, Orff’s Carmina Burana and in Rutter’s Requiem.  The soprano has particular affinity for modern composition and has sung the Philadelphia premieres of Ned Rorem’s Evidence of Things Unseen, Donald St. Pierre’s Songs on the poems of e.e. cummings, and the world premiere of Michael Sidney Timpson’s Four Poems of Dororthy Parker.  Ms. Familant has won numerous awards and was honored as a Star of Tomorrow by the European ARTE Film and Broadcasting Network.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree from the Eastman School of Music and a Master’s degree from the Curtis Institute of Music.    

Allen Weakland (Viola) Former student of Dr. Samuel Applebaum, former head of the String Department at the Manhattan School of Music, and of Michael Tree, Violist with the Guarneri String Quartet - has taught violin and viola at Seton Hall University, the Long Hill Music Center, and the French School of Music, as well as at his own private studio.  Mr. Weakland also performs throughout the tri-state area as first violinist with the Summit Strings and with the Baroque Orchestra of New Jersey, with which he has appeared as soloist.  As concertmaster in Carnegie Hall, he appeared in concert with renowned English composer, John Rutter, and he has also appeared with Peter Schickele in his world-famous "PDQ Bach" concerts. Mr. Weakland is also Past President and Program Director, and current Scholarship Chairman of the Plainfield Musical Club.

Vivian Penham (Cello) A graduate of the Juilliard School and Columbia University, studies with Ardyth Alton and Lorne Munroe. Freelancing in the NY area, she plays with the New England Symphonic Ensemble, Scandia Symphony, and American Symphony. In addition, she is a Goethe Institute scholarship recipient. Other artistic activities include touring with The Mantovani Orchestra, Phantom of the Opera, and the Southwest Florida Symphony. In addition she is the founder of Claremont strings and ensemble, which has performed regionally presenting unique interpretations of old masters and Music in Urban spaces under the auspices of HAI.

 

Agnes Kwasniewska (violin) is a graduate of Manhattan School of Music in New York. Ms Kwasniewska has been working as a Suzuki Violin teacher for the past 10 years and as a Royal School of Music teacher for the past 8 years. Ms Kwasniewska is currently working on developing her own method. This is an improved method of teaching, which combines and builds on the Suzuki and Royal School principles but expands to better develop the desires and expectations of today’s young performers. Ms Kwasniewska lived in Hong Kong for 6 years ( 1996-2002 ) and is the founder of the violin programs at Peak School and Kellett School, where enrollment reached over 120 children from both an expatriate community as well as children of local residents. Ms Kwasniewska travels regularly to China to meet with young violinists and offers them master classes. During her career in Asia, Ms Kwasniewska has performed regularly as a member of City Chamber Orchestra, Hong Kong Sinfonietta, and a Blue Note Quartet. Ms Kwasniewska has performed as a band member with various Canton Pop stars such as Jacky Cheung, Alan Tam, Fay Wong as well as with western musicians such as tenor Luciano Pavarotti. Ms Kwasniewska also recorded for BBC, Koch and Naxos.

While in New York Ms Kwasniewska has been a member of Manhattan Chamber Orchestra, Staten Island Symphony, Westchester Symphony, Greenwich Symphony, North Jersey Baroque Orchestra and Edison Symphony. Ms Kwasniewska performs with pop singers such K.D Laing, and Ann Murray as well as with her quartet of friends.

Maestro Jay Meetze from the Opera Company of Brooklyn, founder, artistic director and principal conductor of OCB, is lauded for his “passionate” and “undeniably impressive command of performances” and “sympathetic leadership of the forces of the Opera Company of Brooklyn.” (Opera News).  Last week he was on WVOX Radio’s IN FOCUS; October’s Opera News named his recording with chamber orchestra on Albany Records “Critic’s Choice;” the September 2006 issue of Classical Singer featured an article on him, OCB and his mission to make opera more accessible to the general public.  Earlier this year, OCB was also recently on CNN and the cover of Crain’s New York Business. You can visit the Opera Company of Brooklyn at http://www.operabrooklyn.com
Fruehling – Spring by Sophie Mereau

Fragrant scents waft, a thousand joyful voices, 

jubilate in the currents around me.

The renewed intoxicated creatures

float enraptured in an ocean of delight

Love recreated these mortals

their divinity engulfs me too. 

And an exuberant flowering spring time,

full of dreams unfolds in my soul.

Translation by Dr. Jasmin B. Cowin

September Hauch - September Breath

Softly blows the evening wind,

Do you hear how it sings?

Do you see the floating clouds?

Do you feel their breath?

Yesterday the first leaf fell

As if it was on wings.

Do you still feel the warmth?

Do you still smell the scent?

Silently the birds flock as one,

Listen to what they want to tell.

Listen to their words

Soon they will be gone – 

flown away from here.

Softly blows the evening wind. 

Do you hear how it sings?

Do you see the passing birds?

Do you hear their songs?

Translation Dr. Jasmin B. Cowin

An die Ferne Floete – To the Distant Flute by Li-Tai-Pe

Evening breathes from flower blossoms

When in the distant breeze the flute resounds.

Let me break a branch form the willow 

Carve a flute and echo the sound

When the nights now announce their sleep

Birds will hear two flutes so sweet

Speaking their tongue

Translation Dr. Jasmin B. Cowin

Composer Biographies

Harald Heilman (1924/Aue/Saale) He was drafted in 1942 right after high school and was a prisoner of war in Russia.  After his return in 1946 and studied from 1946-1950 compositions at the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy University in Leipzig. He studied at the Academy of Art in East Berlin with Hans Eisler.  1952 he had to leave East Germany and first went to Cologne where he studied with Frank Martin.  Since 1958 he works as a composer. He taught theory and composition at the Musikhochschule Karlsruhe, where mentored Jasmin Bey Cowin.  Among is achievements are the Hoelderlin prize from the town Lauffen, the Stamnitz prize, and was rewarded the honor of the “Order of Merit” from Germany.

Franz-David Baumann (1958/Oberkirch/Baden) He studied trumpet and composition at the Richard Strauss conservatory and the Musikhochschule Munich.  Since 1988 he leads several jazz ensembles and crossover projects.  In the same year he received the music prize of Munich. 1989 he founded the Panama Ensemble to perform his compositions for children.  He received several prizes for his work and published many recordings. »Der Inspektor Maus« und »Der Rattenfänger von Hameln« 1998 und 2000 received the German Grammy (Deutscher Schallplattenpreis). He is a popular composer, whose recordings are available at Deutsche Grammophon, and an accomplished trumpet player who in addition to his busy performance schedule also teaches at the New Jazz School in Munich trumpet, composition and theory.  You can visit the composer at his website www.panama-ensemble.de 

Manfred Heyl (1908/Friedberg) From 1930-1933 he studied piano at the Musihochschule Mannheim with Rehberg and composition with Eckhard.  After he was drafted he was stationed in a remote outpost in Finland where eventually he was taken prisoner of war.  After his release he worked as a music teacher and free-lance composer.  His diverse artistic output includes operas, orchestral and chamber music much of which can be found in the town archives of Worms.  He has written several works (all in manuscript form) for harp including a harp concerto for harp and large orchestra, dedicated to Jasmin Bey Cowin. 

Guenter Haessy (1944/Birkenfeld) He studied voice, cello and composition from 1965-1972 at the Musikhochschule in Cologne under Blume, Schroeder and Zimmermann.   1968 he founded the “die Junge Sinfonie Koeln” (Young Symphony of Cologne) that he built into a large symphonic orchestra.  In addition to his teaching and conducting activities he also composes and founded “Edition Guenter Haessy.”  He has written an opera, orchestral works, instrumental and chamber music plus five children operas.  For more information visit him at http://www.edition-haessy.de
Philippe Joseph Hinner lived and composed in the 1780’s in Germany.  He wrote several harp compositions.

Lothar Kempter (Dr.)  (1844/Lauingen/Bayer, died July 1918) in Vitzau/Luzern) He reluctantly studied to become a lawyer and after the death of his father went to the Koenigliche Musikschule in Munich where he studied under Hans Guido von Buelow, Josheph Rheinberger and Carl Baermann.  After several years of conducting as an assistant conductor first in Magdeburg and then in Strassburg he moved to Switzerland where he taught theory and composition at the Zuricher Musikschule.  He composed songs, cantatas, and instrumental works.

Paul Hindemith (1895/ Hanau – died 1963/Frankfurt) One of the main innovators of musical modernism, Hindemith was a composer, conductor, violist, educator, and theoretician. Of the four founders of modernism – Arnold Schoenberg, Igor Stravinsky, Béla Bartók, and Hindemith – one can argue that Hindemith was by far the most scholarly and intellectual in temperament. His theoretic interests were both deep and wide-ranging and included medieval philosophy and the writings of the early church, as well as musical topics. He could play all the standard musical instruments at least passably and was a recognized virtuoso on the viola and viola d'amore. A sought-after educator, he taught such composers as Lukas Foss, Arnold Cooke, Franz Reizenstein, and Norman Dello Joio and wielded great influence in Europe and the United States between the two World Wars.  (Quoted from wikepedia.com)

Fritz Kreisler  (Vienna/1875 – New York /962) Among the most distinguished violinists of his time, Fritz Kreisler was born in Vienna and became a student at the Conservatory at the age of seven, studying with the younger Joseph Hellmesberger and later, in Paris, with Massart. His subsequent international career, interrupted briefly by diversion into medical studies and army service, consolidated his position as a leading virtuoso. As a composer he provided himself with a series of brief encore pieces, well suited to the then requirements of the recording studio. These took the form of arrangements and transcriptions as well as a more controversial series of pieces attributed to composers of the past but in fact his own composition. These too have become a standard part of violin repertoire and it seems strange, in retrospect, that anyone should have thought them anything but effective and not particularly literal pastiche. His technique in performance involved a ubiquitous vibrato, applied to fast as well as slow notes. (Quoted from infoplease.com)

Program notes by Jasmin Bey Cowin
